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2 CHRON: 26.5. ; 
 Solong as he ſought the Lord God made him 
fo proſper. 7 


F; F full eſtate of King Vzwah, during all thetime” 
AS that he ſerved and ſought the Lord; but as ſoon . 
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=. 2 way to proſher, 
FX converſation in heaven, and ſers his affeQijons upon things 


above, ſo long God will caſt his favour upon him , and he 
ſhall ſhine as alight in the midſt of a crookedand perverſe 
generation ; but if once he decline from that pitch , and fall 
down from a godly converfation , into any earthly, baſe, on» 
godly diſpoſition, tisa venture but his proſperity will vaniſh 
away, and his latter end prove worſe than his beginning. 
Here then is a worthy preſident tor all that do deſire to proſ- 
per; as I ſuppoſe tis every mans defire ſo to do : as one aid, 
Beatins wilt homo eſſe , etiam non ſic vivendo ut poſsit eſſe; Every 
man woald be bleſſed, though he take a courſe to be curſed, 
every man would go to heaven , though he run the way thar 
leads direQly to hell; ſo every man would proſper , thoygh 
he take a courſe to periſh ; but if a man doth deſire true proſ- 
pcrity; that God indeed ſhould-profper him, and give ableſ- 
ſing toall that belongs unto him, ler him take the conrſethat 
UVzziah ſometime did , let him ſeek the Lord, and God will 
make him to proſper. So /ong as he ſought the Lord , God made 
bim to proſper. 
In which words are two generall things to be obſerved?; 
'I.: The ground and foundation of -trueproſperity. 
2, The bounds and limitation of 1t. - 

Firſt, the ground and foundation of trne proſperity, and 
that is this; It muſt be built and raifcd upon Religion and Pie- 


ty, God muſt bee ſoughtunto, ere true proſperity can-bee: 
attained to ( Hee ſought the Lord, and God made him to 


ProFfper, 
Secondly, the bounds and limitation of proſperity, how 


far it reacheth, and how longir laſteth , and that is , onely du- . 


ring the time that he ſerves and ſteksthe Lord , ( So long as he 


ſought the Lord, ſolong(8& no longer ) God made hin to profÞer. ) 
In the firſt obſerve two particulars, Mans duty, and Gods 


mercy ; Firſt, mans dutyto ſeck God ; Secondly, Gods mercy 
to praſper them that ſeek him. Now becauſe the whole hope. 


of our proſperity, and Gods ſucceſſe,, depends onely upon 
Oby piety in ſecking of God, I will therefore branch'it out 


uxo fqure circumſtances , which like the foure Rivers of 
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Edex ,ſhall ( Itruſt ) water this Garden-plot of God, and 
make your ſoules proſper the better. | 

I. What itis to ſeek God. 

2. How, or in what manner we muſt ſeek him. 

3- When, orat what time. | 

4. Where, or in what place we muſt tek him; T mean 
ſo,as thar we may proſper by ſeeking him, for that is the #afes, 
the ground-work of my whole Sermon , and ſhall ( by Gods 
aſfiltance ) bee intcermingled , and interwoven into every 
pount, 


ſceking him. To ſeek God is nothing elſe but to ſeek to 


pleaſe God, to ſeek to get into favour with God , to ſeek to 


get Gods good-will ; as the Sidovians did with Herod, 
e 7.1 2.20.when they heard that Herod wag diſpleaſed with 
them, and intended to make warre upon them, they made 
friendſhip with Blaſts the Kings Chamberlain, and ſought 
by all means poſſible to get into favour with him again ; and 
why? Becauſe ( ſaid they ) our lands are nouriſhed by the 
lands of the King. This is our caſe, our lands, our lives, and 
all that we have, are nouriſhed and ſaſtained by the King of 
hzaven ; and therefore when wee know that he is diſpleaſed 
with us, as juſtly hee may ( for as David ſaith ) ee provoke 
bim every day : then let us do as they did,as they made friends 
(hip with Blaftzs,ſolet us make friendſhip with Teſts Chriſty 
od defire him to help us into Gods fayour : And this is' that 


 'weecall the ſeeking of God. Now this phraſe on 


God, impliesthat we are at a loſſe in this behalfe ; and indee 

ſo weare; wee haveall of us loſt the favour of God by our 
ſinnes, and except wee ſeek to regain and recover it by our 
praiers and repentance, wee mult never look to proſper: 
Not proſper, may ſome fay? Why, who proſper more many 
times than they that haveleaſt care,and make leaſt conſcience 
to ſerveandſeek the Lord , they that live altogether by uſury 
and oppreſſion , by bribery and extortion , by fraud andull 
dealing, that have not God in all their thoughts , who prof: 
per more than they? I anſiver , that, and I hope T__ 
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Firſt, what it is to ſeek God, ſoas a man may proſper by | 
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make jtappeare, thata man that-ſeeks not God mhay thrive in 
the world, grow rich, and gather goods, and yet not proſper 
neither. Wealthis one thing, proſperity is another. A man 
never truly proſpers till he come to hare Game his proſperity, 
whereof you ſhall read in the third Epiſtle of S, ohm, er/+ 2. 
7 wiſts above all things that thou maiſt proſper , even a thy ſoule 
proſpereth. | | 
When a mans ſoule doth proſper in grace and goodneſſe 
inwardly , together as his eſtate doth proſper in wealthand 
ſubſtance outwardly, that, and none but that is true proſpe- 
rity-- Again many times itfalls out ſo, anda man in himſelfe 
ſhall finde it ſo, that his foule proſpers beſt , when his eſtate 
proſpers worſt. Many a man islike thePine tree, of whom 
they write , that if -the bark bee pull'd off, it will laſt a long 
time, elſe it rots. So God ces, that many a-man if he had his | 
bark upon him, ifhe had the wealth of the world about him, 
it would rot him , corrupt him, and make him worſe, there 
fore God is faiti to bark him and peele him , to keep him na« 
ys , and bare, and-poore,:that his ſouls may profperthe 

eters --'- Re 
- Saint Auguſtine gives two reaſons why it pleaſerh God tos 
withhold outward proſperity fron them that inwardly profs 
per; and-to-deny outward bleſſings to thofe whom hee hath 
iowardly blcſt with grace; Firſt, Icſt wicked people ſhould 
hink:; &þ bas colendurn Derm, that Gods fervantsdid ſerve 
aint anely for theſethings+ as the Devil accuſed Job, chap. rs 
xo. Haſt thou nor confidered my ſervant Zeb (faith God Jhow 
uprightly he walks, and how carefully he ſerves me? I cans 
not blame him:(quoth Satan) that he ſerves thee, hee doth it 
Sie xptiar,for his own need ,toſerve his ownturne ,for thou 
makeſt ſuch an hedge abont him, and fo. fencefſt him inwith 
thine invincible protetion, thar none of all his enemies can 
make the leaſt gap tobrcak in upon him; doe but put forth 
thy hand (faith the Devil ) manum lsſroam, (hee meanes ) thy 
puniſhing, thy vindictive revenging hand, .and touch hin . 
withthat (as the Spidet toncheththeBee) rouch himto tors 
ment him, thou ſbalt ſee Zob will turn another leafe , yy in 
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Nicad of bleſfing'thee, will curferheerothy face! . Yea; toſt 
thou think fo (faith God ) do thou take him to doe, Ile give 
thee leave, puntſh him, affi& him, do any thingto him,ſpare 
but his life , arid thou ſhalr ſee /ob will ſerve menolefle than 
he did before ; and fo it fell ont. And the ſame minde doall: 
Gods faithtull ſervants beare, proſper or not'proſper, thrive 
or not thrive, rewarded or not rewarded, all is oneto them; 
they will and are reſolved-to ſerve and feek the Lord. Se- 
condly , Leſt Gods ſervants ſhould beare a mercinary minds, 
and ſerve him onely to make a pain of his ſervice, ano al» 
waies be looking and lingritigafterremporallfavours'; this 
-would turn , pationtians in-avaritiam,Chriſtian patience into 
carnall coyetouſnefſe, and make men carnally minded in their 
fpirituall affaires': that were 90> 471pias (as the Apoitle 
ſpeaks)anaffection of diſhonour,and would difcovera kinde 
of baſcenefſe in'Gods ſervants, to Rdehim bhely for their 
ownends ; thetefore God ſees itbeſtinſame caſes, to reſtrain 
proſperity from them that ſeek him, and that , a/toconfilin, 
upon deep ad vice , and greatreaſon ,as youſee ; Firſt; to:con- 
vince the world of their miſopinionof Gods! fervants, ''Se= 
condly, to reaificthe affeRion of them thatſerve him; 'thar 
they may learne not to-linger after that which God in his 
wiſdomeſtes good to holdthem ſhort of.- © 
: *Burfor the proſperity of wickedand uhgodly men (to re- 
tune to that) of ſichiasfeek not rhe Lord, butrather mingte 
their weak with"wiekednelſe, and' mix? their (proſperity 
with blaſphemy,that ſer their month againſt heaven, and ay, 
-2$*cis in Job, chap. 21. 15 « Whos thee Almmightytbat wee ſhould 


ferve him? and what profit ſhontd'we have if Tice pray nnto hins ? 


:Such'nitn a$thele;- the more-outwardly happytheyare; the 
'more undoubtedly rwiſerable ; that which wee countth efeli- 
city and the happineſſe of fach men, is indeed theirritineand 
their bane, rorhrive well by evill courſes. Your know” whar 
"God did to Hophnj'and® Phmehas, that were as wicked 
*wretches a$ che earth'conld beare, God let them alone, let 

them g9'o0n and proſperand domntincere'over the poote:peo- 

ple, ſcuttliemnoerofſe, nor _ , hor judgment toxnter- 
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rupt then , butlet them take their \winge ih-the very heighr 
of their rebellions; Why would God ſuffer ſuch flagitioug 
villains to have their will without controule ? God himſclfe 
1s pleaſed togive an account of it, I Sam.2.25.Becauſe (faith 
the text) he world deſtroy them : this is the event and iflue of a 
wicked mans proſperity. [ have ſeen the wicked in great profþe- 
rit). (faith David, ſal. 37.35.) flouriſhing like a greene bay tree. 
Why like a green bay tree, rather than iikea green oke-tree, 
or green apple-tree? I will tell you what I think rhe reaſon 
is; The bay-trec(you know )is green all the winter long, when 
oke-trees ,and apple-trees, and all other far more profitable 
and fruitful trees,,;do wither , .decay-, and ſhed their leaves, 
ſtand naked and bare, and look as if they were rotten and 
dead;then doth the bay-tree flouriſh and looks as freſh and as 
green as it were in the mid(t of the {pring ; when other trees 
decay ,that flouriſheth. So fares it withiwicked men infuch 
winter-times of the world as we had the laſt yeare, times of 
dearth and ſcarcity ,times of want and penury, when many 
a poore Chriſtian is fain to faſt and fare hard, and goe with 
many a hungry meale to bed, then do youuſurers, oppreſlors, 
corn-mongers ,and ſuch others , thoſe wercatores humanarum 
calamitatum (as Nazianzen calls them) thoſe that make mer- 
chandiſe of poore mens milſeries , then do they proſper,then - 
do they thrive, then do they flouriſh like green bay-trees ; 
whenothers decay, then do they flouriſh,then istheir{ſpripg, 
their flouriſhing time.(They flouriſh like green bay-trees.)  , 
Well , but what follows in the next verſe > Afrer 4. while 
(faith David) I (ought him , but be could not be found; as if hee 
had faid, I ſought on earth. in his manſon, 49 his dwelling- 
place, thence he was gone, there he was notto bee found; 
afterward Iſought him in heaven, to fee if I could finde him 
there among the Saintsand bleſſed ſoules above, there he was 
got tobe found: Where, was hee then ? Verily he was gone 
downe as 1i$faid of Tudas, Aft. 1.2 Fo £15 TOY TOTw.T0Y io, gone 
downto his own place, gone down to helt, there' David 
might have found him , but there he ſought him not.. And 
this 15 the miſerable cnd of a wicked mang proſperity. 
c 
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The conſideration whereof may-beaſtay untous agairi{t' 
that great temptation that troubled Danid and Jeremy, and 
ſtill rroubles them thatare weak in faith, to ſee the proſperi- 
ty of wicked men; to: ſee: it-goe well: withthem: that bee 
evill, and ill with them that doe well. Dot: thou: fee an un- 
+ godly man laden with wealth, honour and eaſe? doſtthou {ce 

an hypocrite and an evill liver bleſt as Eax was with the 
dew of heaven and the fatneſſc of the earth ? doſ} thon ſee a 
graceleſſe ruftian, one that feaſts without feare, drinks with- 
out meaſure,ſweares without fecling and lives without God ; 
and yet his body vigorous, his coffers plenteous and his e- 
ſtate proſperous ? in a word, doſt thou {ce them proſper that 
ſeeke not the Lord, but lie wallowing in that which God 
abhors, and ſtand chargeable in their ſoules with that which 
ſeparates and divides betwixt a man and his God ? why, bee 
not diſcomforted at it, be not di{quieted with it, doe not fret 
thy ſelfe becauſe of the ungodly, neither be thou envious at 
evill doers ; but conſider the end of thoſe men, that is the A= 
poſiles expreſſion, Tam.5.ti, You know the patience.of Job 
and what end the Lord made with him, though he carſt him 
at firſt yet he doubled his bleſſings uponat thelaſt ;fo ſtay till 
you ſee what end God will make with theſe men : ſurely O 
God (faith Danid, P/al.7 3.18.) Thou haſt ſet theſe men in flip- 
pery places, thou caſteſt them downe into deſtruction : a manrthat 
ſtands in {ubrico jn alippery place, as on ice or glaſle, ſhall 
have much a-doe to keepe himſelfe vpright though no body 
touch him, bur if one ſhould come apon him unawares and 
| give him a ſudden juſtle ora ſudden ruſh, hee hath no power 


v7.8 


1n the world-to vphold himſelfe but muſt fall and that dange- 
rouſly : and this is the caſe of wicked wealthy men, they 
thinke they are 45o2x:unr, unmoveavle and faſtned on arocke 
that never ſhaltbe moved ; but they are deceived ; Gop that 
knowes their ſtanding, tels us hee hath ſet them on ſlippery 
| places, and it willnot bc long ere God-ſend ſome death, ſome 
judg<menr, ſome evill angell or other to- give them ſuch a 
fadden juſtle tach a ſudd<n ruſh,thar without great mercy on 
Gods part and great repentance ontheir owne partzthey wb 
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| The. way to proſper. 
All inevitably intothepit ofhell. -And this is the firſt point T 
defire to have handled, namely, that the right way fora man 
to proſper indeed is to ſerveand ſeckethe Lord, whoſoever 
profpers withont ſeeking'of God his proſperity in this world 
{hall be his ruine andperdition inthe world rocome./ -, 
Secondly, The manner how one that deſires toproſper muſt 
ſecke the Lord, andthat is to be done two waies ; 
I. Humiliter, 
2. Ueractter; _.-. 
_ Humblyandunfainedly, forrowfully and ſincerely. 
Firſt, Humiliter as the bleſied Virgin HMarytold our S a v 1* 
oOVR, Luk. 2.48. Thyfather and 1 have ſonght thee ſorrow- 
mg. They that would find the Lord muſt ſeeke him ſorrow - 
mg, with fad and heauy hearts, bewailing and bemoaning 
theirown miſerable eſtate through fin before God, as ir isfaid 
of the Iſraelites, 1 Sam. 7. 2. Whenthe Arke of God was des 
parted from them, they lamented after the Lord : the beſt 
and trueſt lamentation in the world is to lament after the 
Lord, and a man hath never (o juſt acauſe to lament as when 
the Lord for ſinne is departed from him. Weread in the ſto+ 
ry of Micha, Tedg.18.24. that when the Souldiers had ta« 
ken away: icha*s gods, hee ranne crying and weeping after 
them, as a man diſtracted and deprived of all his comfort ; 
the Souldiers hearing "ets backe and ask'd him what 
he ailed: faith ©9ficha, Ye hauc taken away my gods, and doz 
ye aske me what Taile ? canye blame a man that hath loſt his 
gods to bee our of quiet ? If Afichacou'd find inhis heart to 
tament for the loſſe of a falſe god, a god of his owne making, 
as good gods as that lying at the backe of the fire, warmiag 
a man or roaſting of meate , (as Efay ſpeakes) ſhall a Chri- 
ftian- find in his heart toloſe the true God*, the God of all 
comfortand conſolationand that by finne which is the worſt 
toſle ofall, and chat not by any others taking away (as in fie 
chas caſe) but by his owne a and wilfull default, and not be 
grieved, nay not moved a-whit; breake-none of his fleepe, 
none of his wonted ſports for it, as if hee reckoned GoD as 
good loſt as found Þ God forbid. Certainly, hee - cart 
4. : 7 amentc 


- ."Theway to proſper: "» 
lamene for the loſfe of his goods, and cannot lament for the 
loffe of his God, ts worthy toalofſe both his goods and his 
God for euer. God was angry with the carnall Jewes, Hoſ77. 
x4. becauſe they howled.upon him for core and wine, but did 
not cry unto him: with their hearts; they howled becauſe 
God had ſ{canted them ih his mercy, batthey never howled 
becauſe they had ſcanted Godin their duty ; they howled for 
want of meanes not for want of grace, which 1s the greateſt 
want of all :. obſerve therefore what a deſpicable, contempti- 
ble terme God: gives their prayers, hee cals them «/w/arws, 
howlings, like the bawimgs of a Doggeora Wolfe, which is a 
moſt harſh unpleafingnote in the eare of a man ;ſucharethe 
_ prayers of obſtinate ſinnersin theirextremity toGod. * 
They howled unto me apon their beds, but they did" not ery unto 
wee with their hearts : tis not the howling of the moath'thar 
God regards, but tis the cry ofthe heart rhar picrceth hea- 
uenandentreth into the cares of Almighty God : you may 
ſee it in Moſer, Exodus 14. 10. When the [/vaebres were 
Rraighted at the red Sea ; hauing the Sea before them, their 
Enemies behitidthem, Rocks and Hils of each fideof them; 
the textfaith, The people cried, and madea dolefull howling 
and lamentation to the Lord, Moſes held hispeacezand ſethe 
afſue: -Poprlns clamabat & non audicbarur, tacebat Moſes & an- 
diebatnr,” The people cried and God heard noti thens; 2foſas bold 
bis peate aud bee was bheardUerſe: 15. Why ge ways 1 
9 (faich God ) when he uttered nevera word nor madeany 
noiſe that we can read of, onely his heart cried atid that was 
ittharGod liftnedunto! and therefore if any mare finde/him- 
ſclfe to bee 5xanpopaapos of ſuch a hard and dry andbrawny 
temper thathecarinat cry with his cies, teehim cry witle his 
beartandit is enough. As iris faid of ourSaniour;Heb.s w7. 


That in the daies of his fleſh-he offered prayers and: 44) 
me 


tions zpwyz7s irxupzs,withtrong cries and teares-vnto 
hedid not only cry buthe cried onghy: he did even ſtrain 
himſelfe in his praiers with the greateſt vehemency thr poſs 
ſibly hecould ;itisnot a fancand feeblecry, butit is a troig 
and hearty cry that wakeng —__ toliſten couasthe _ 

' Epics 
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ciplerawaked our SavrovR when heflept in the ſhip, Xar. 
8. If a mother heare her childcry out right, cry heartily and 
ſtrongly, what-cver ſhe is a doing ſhe will lay it aſide and run 
to ſtill her child ; God: is: more compaſſionate and tender- 0. 
ver his children thai any earthly mother over hers, if he doe 
but heare vs cry heartily, cry in good carneſt, hee hath notthe 
power co containe himſelfe but will ariſe and have mercy on 
us; that isthe reaſon-our praicrs want ſucceſle, becauſe they 
. want heart, theirblcfing 1s according to their vigor. You 
. will ay it were a good comfort for a man thus tocry and la- 
-mentand make his moane to God in this fad and ſorrowfall 
manner, if a man were but ſure to proſper evcr the better: for 
that Lrefer you toan inſtance in Scripture, 1 S4m.1.9.10.1n the 
I of ,ore.4:9,10.Itis faid of Zabez who wasa man of forrow, 
that he wa $more honorable than at his brethren, God profpe= 
red him and bleſſed him morethanal the rc ; how came that 
-to paſſe ? ſee Yer.10. end Tabez called on the God of Iſrael, ſay- 
| 9g, Oh that thou wouldeft bleſſe me indeed, and intarge my coaff, 
.and that thy hand might be with mee and that thou wouldeſt keepe 
ape fromevill, that it may not grieve me, and{faith the text) God 
granted bim that which he requeſted : that is, granted him prof- 
perity; granted him a proſperous and happy life ; there is:the 
fruit of gadly ſorrow. A ſorrowfull'man (as Jabez was) 
\whenhepraieth ingood earneſt, tharGod: would bleffe him 
indeed, aid be with.him:in all his waics;ſich an one thall bve 
ſure toproſper in his faite, and ſhall undoubtedly receive 
either what he doth aske or what hee ſhould aske : hee theri 
thardeſires toproſper lethim fecke the Lord this way do/en- 
per /orrowfmllys. i i 0-09 

- 11! 2 Feraci binet Grrorelh and with all his heart; Dewt. 45 
29.: Iſthon ſecke the Lord th 1 God thou. ſhalt finde hins, if tho 
Jeeke him with all thy beart. He thatiwould find God nauft ſeeke 
Hit Entirely, unfainedly, nor by halves but with his'whole 
harg,becanſcGod though he lovercer comritur, abrolgn hoare, 
 Abeartrentandtorne with griefe' and: godly ſorrow forfin 
yet hee, cannot abide cor divs/ir, a tloven heart; 4 heart parted 
and divided within it ſelFe; which makes ainantabe{ab's. 


| James 
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Lames cals him) 4ve4i4v05, a double-minded man; fo wee 
 trarſlate it, but the word ſignifies a man with two ſoules or: 
with two minds; {cha man muſt never looke to proſper by 
his ſeeking of God. I will give you an inſtance in ror 2, T 
Chron. 10. the two alt verles, it is ſaid, that Saul dicd for the: 
{inne that hee ſinn*d againſt the Lord : what wag that ?: one. 
was tor ſparing Agag and the e-Lmmalekites cartell, pretending 
devotion when he did tt for gaine ; bur the inaine finne was 
this, that he ſought tothe witch and ſought not to the Lord, 
therefore the Lord flew him. Some man may ſ{ay, did not 
Saunt fecke.to the Lord ?* that he did, looke into 1 Sars. 28.6. 
You ſhall ſee that Sal rricd all waies to ſeeke the Lord; and 
the Lord would not be found of him nor anſwer him , nei- 
ther by Dreames, nor by Vrim, nor by Prophets : how then 
can this hold good, that Sax/ ſhould dic for not ſeeking of 
God, when he fought him and God vvould nor anſwer him? 
the beſt anſwer that I can giveis this, Non videtsr fiers quod 
or legitime fit,that which is not done rightly and ſincerely as 
ir ought to be done is counted as not done in the fight of God; 
Sanls ſeeking of God was counted as no ſeeking of God, be- 
cauſe he ſought him not ſincerely as he ought to ſceke: hims 
You may ſce the like in another kinde, 2 Reg.17-32,33+ it 1s 
ſaid of the Samaritan- Aſſyrians that mongre:1 brood; which 
- were tranſplanted out of Aſſyria into Samaria, that they fea- 
redthe Lo RD, and ſerved their owne podsalſo, and thenext 
_ Verſe ſaith,they feared wor the Lord at all ; how can theſe things 
concurre ? one verſe-faith, they did feare God, another faith, 
they did not feare him. e Lv. Their feare of God is coun» 
| ted as no ſtare of God, becauſe 1t was no fincere feare of Gods. 
bad they truly feared God they ſhould never have need to 
fearctheir owne Idols, for he thar truly feareth God hath his 
bleſſing, that he (hall need feare nothing elſe but God in'this 
ſervice wf God, as contrarily, hee that feares not God hath 
this curſe,that God will-give him ſiicha trembling heart that 
hee ſhall feare every thing but G-oD, idols an divels and 
all as thoſe people dank therefore was their fearcof God 
counredas iv frare of Gud, Lecatite no fingere teare ; 25, Sawts 
. | X & lis we --7 > C 3 - op q ſceking 


hs” - CE Vos, 
ſeeking is counted as no ſeeking becauſe it was nofincere = 


fecking of: G o Þ. ; | 
By this you ſec that lip-Jabour is but loſt labour,and lame 
prayersare but loſt prayers in the light of God: the Apoſtle 
gives us a caveat, 2 oþ,$, to take heed that we loſe not the 
things we have wrought ; a man were better loſe any thing 
that he hath wrought, than loſe his prayers for want of true 
devotion : Labia doloſa fr in ſermonibus ſint, ſaltem: in ovationibus 
wow frnt, deceitful lips and a double tongue if they be found in 
our other ſpeeches let themnot be found in our prayers in a= 
ny caſe (ſairhS. Ange. ) God forbid that a Chriſtian ſhould 
donble and difſcmble wich God and the world in his devoti- 
ons ; he that doth ſo let him never looke to proſper. Sato« 
w01 ſpeakes it peremptorily, Prov.28. 13. He that bideth his 
frames ſball not proſper : that is, as we may apply it to our pur- 
pole, he that makes religion a eloake to cover and colour his 
deceit, he that makes devotion a veile co hide his ſinnes, fuch 
an one ſhall never proſper ; he therefore that deſires profperi- 
ty, let him ſeeke the Lord veraceter, ſincerely. 
-. Thirdly, The time when we mult ſecke Goa, and that is 
20 be conſidered m rwo Cucumitances, 
 ___ Generally and 


Particularty. 


Firſt, Generally; Hee that defires to proſper nuft ſeeks 


God as all times. As weelay, Nullum. tempus occnrrit Regs, 

no time comes amiſſe to God, morning orevening, midday 
or midnight, all times are alike for that matter, a man can ne- 
ver come unſeaſonably with a ſuit to God. Exod. 18. Moſes fate 


frommoring till night to heare the cauſes of the people, bur. 


he grew weary of it;and was faine to give it over; but there 
is One above, Tefus Chriſt the righteous that fits continually 
& PeEiz The weyerootone, Heb.t. on the righthand of majeſty on 
high to heare the cauſes and compiaints or his poore people, 
a 


tOreceiveand prefent our petitions to the divine Majeſty = 


and is never weary of it,.come:when we wilt he isarleaſure 


hee 


> ov 
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k@that knocke at-midriight ro borrow breadpOhioneighd 


| þour, found all the whole family afleep,:onely-the maſter of 


the houſe was awake, and hc anſwered, and openedand gave 
him that he craved, though it was at an unſcaſonable times 
Nullus de janitoribus reſpondit none of all the porters , none of 
all the ſervants , none of all the- children mide him any ans 
fwer ; they wereallaſleep , onely rhemmalter was awake , and 
heard him when he called. Iuſt fo-it fares with ns when we 
knock and call at the doore of heaven for any mercy, none of 
all the Prophets nor Apoſtles ,; none of all-the blefcd Saints, 
departed-make us aty an{wer 5 alas, they heareus not, they 
flecp in-pcaceand areat reft from their labours.,; onely -Ged 
Almighty , who 1s the maſter andimaker of that bleſſed fa- 
mily , he , and onely he doth heare and anſwer , at what time 
foever we cry unto him ; Hee that keepeth I/Facl neither ſlum» 
breth nor ſleepers , call when wee will God 1s al way:awake'ta 


" heareandhelp ; Notime unſeaſonabletoſeekGod. 


- Secondly, but more particularly, for one that 'defires to: 
proſper, there 1s'a choice time and ſeaſon to ſeek the Lord: 
above all the reft, and thart js carly inthe mornjing- *Tis a: 
pretty conj Aure tharthe Hebrews make upon that aying oF 
the Angel to lacob, Gen.3 2.26. Let me go,for the worning ap) 
reth. I take it, the true reaſon was , becauſe Tacob ſhould not 
bee too curious in looking and gazing upon that humane 
ſhape , whereinthis great Angell Cys x s T appeared; for: 
heit was that wraſtled with-/acos ; bur their conceit is , that” 
the Angell which wraftled with /acob all night, defired to- 
depart when the morningappeared , becauſe hee wasnow to- 
otothe reſt of the blefl'd company and quire of, Angelsto- 
g their morning:-hymne nnto God. Tis/butaconzecture, but: 
wc may apply it thus; We all hope tobe jodyſexcrlike the An= 
gels in” heaven! , letusbee likethem on eartbroo, and how 
ever we are imploycd at other times , when the morning ap* 
peares let us haſten tro God ,and ask him bleflingevery.mor- 
ning , as our children dous, and no doubt bur God will blefle 
vs the better all the day after. 7ob-8.5,6-: i{thow wilt [ork nmo: 
Cod betitues, and make thy ME” zothe oy nr? 
& Z BE... 
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he wilt awakefor thes', ant maks thy habitution proſperous. T mes 


fro donbtbutaimany of yu are early riſers, thatare up hetore 
the morning-watch, Lſay,before the morning-watch, (z.)be= 
fore the day-ſtarre or the Stnne appeare : and *cis poſſible for 
aman tobe early up and never theneere, but hee that riſerh 
early to pray and ſeck the Lord, ſhall be {tre not: toloſe hig 
Rbour; for he ſhalt profper the better all the day , If thow wilt 
ſeek the Lord betimes, 6. Yea, butther's a place of Scripture 
thar ſeems to crofſe and conrraditt it, Prov. 1.28. They ſhall 
ſeek me early, but they ſhall notifinde me. Is the Scripture con= 
frary tomclfe ?: Doth God fay none place , /f yee ſeek" mee 
early'ye ſhall finde me zand in another place, Though you ſeck mg 
early you ſhall not finde me? How ſhall we know which to be« 
teeve, which tobaild upon ? I anſwer ; ' 

-\ There's a two-fold carly; Gods eatly,and mans early;Godsg 
early i« to-ſeek him in the firſt place , 'Lonte. ommin adoremus 
Deum(was the old rule )before wecate or drink , before we 
work or play , before we do any thing, doe thar firſt ; firſt 
ſeck the kingdome of God,and that's Gods early.Mans early 
is at thebeginning'sf trouble , the beginning of ſickneſle , 
the beginning of ſorrow, and then the wicked(t wreechupory 
earth will teck rhe Lord , but then perhaps hee ſhallnortinds 
Him ; hee that will not ſeek him in peace, ſhall bardly finde 
him in trouble , he that willnet ſeck him in health, ſhall nor 
eaſily finde him in ficknefſe, yea, though he ſeek him carly at 
the very firſt, at the very beginning of it, as Toab fled to the 
Altar in his perplexity ; but it ſaved nor his life becauſe he ne 


ver cameat it in his proſperity tooffer upon it.So that you ſce, 


if weetake mans early to ſeck God , we may chance to miſle 


him ; but if wee take Gods catly , wee ſhall beſureto finde: 


hitt.-:'* 5.51.1 


' Yourthenthar defireto proſper,remember Godsearly; the 


£ 


frrſt thing you do jn the morning, let it be to ſeck God, nex 
ver think yourſelves dreſt till that be done, let thy ſoule have 
amornings draught as well as thy, body, I meane'a morning 


prayer to fence It againſt the infeRious ayre of the world z/ 


Iris the reaſon,” Prov, 27: Is Far who can _ 
C.AC IL, — 4 ho R CT 02s day 
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day may bring forth? *Tis a Metaphor taken from awombe » 
whena woman is in travell, who cantell what ſhe will bring 
forth till ſhe be delivered, may bee a fonne, may bee a daugh- 
ter, may bea monſter; fo when the wombe of the-morning 
15. travell , who'ican tell whar:aday:itmay bring forth; may 
be 4/bxs , may be ater dizs, may-be a-white, a happy, a com« 
fortable day ; may be a black.,'adiſmall, a dolefall day ; wee 
do not know. whata day may bring'/forth, whether judgment 
or mercy.,whether good or badevents; thereforeto prevent 
the. worſt , *is gaod-remakefirework for our own lafety , 
namelyito:ſcek the Lord inthe morning, and then-come what 
will come', all ſhall-bee for the beſt, God will turne it all ro 
good,Omnia troperantur,&c;Rom.8. All things work' together for 
good tothem that lour God. +8 29; V3 e 1979-101 NEIL: - Su, 
, Hee then that wontd beproſperousand fpted well,let him 
be religious and pray well ; for he that prayes well can never 
ſpeedamiſſe;_ and therefore if you ſee one that followes"his 
calling, and 1s notfollowed with Gods blcfling, irmay juſtly 
be ſaſpeRed, that ſach a one reſtrainerh prayer trom Almighty 
God,as Eliphaz.told Tob inaancther caſe; lob 25:.4.Now *dl&jult 


with God toreſtrain proſperity fromthemthat reſtraintheir 


praiers from him,*is jaſt-with God to withhold his bleſſing 
from thoſethatthave not the'care northe grace toagk it... So 
much forthe timed order of- out feekingrtht Lords:)s © 
- 2 Foutthly ;where'; or-in what phce wee maſt-ſeekGod, 
Generally, we areto ſeck him cvery where, for: God is owns. 
preſent, in all places tobe found of thern that ſeek him faith» 
folly jas David faith, Pfal.13 9.3. Than art about my bed, © 


bed, an 
| ebay pathes,and fpreff-out all my watesWelittle thinkwhen 


welie-down in ourbedoas a dog lics dowwin akehnelwith- 
out-any prayer, any ejaculation, any good motion ro God- 
ward'; we little think that God is fo nevrensthat heisabour 
ourbeds,, and-doth obſervare excubias , watchoun watchifigs, 
and obſerveourlyingdownandourrifingup. bor) 910121971 
Again, when we walk/in (ircaiting walk atheDbviteronnd 
fron one fine to another, from anevanity:to anothex? Fror 
one ill company toanother , we little think that God isa 
OY OLUET 2 W'& LILY CON -- 
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ourpathes ;-and {picth- out all our wates':. but whetherwee 
think it or no,fo it is for certain;zand therefore to apply it the 


_rightway; In whatplacefocver we ſeek God , in bed or up, 


within doore or, without , in the field or inthe road, we ſhall 
beture'to finde him togurcomfortand proceRtion. But more 
c{pecially,there is aproper peculiar placeappointed for Chri- 
ſtjans to ſeek the Lord'/in, and that is the Charch of God, the 
SanRuary or houſe of prayer, there's his dwelling place, and 
thicher muſt we reſort ſeek.him, We have an expreſle law 
for it;; Dent. 12.5.) that place which the Lord. your God, ſhall 


chuſe to put bis name ini that ug babitation ſhall ye ſeek. unto bum... 


Neither was thisa law judiciall, ot ceremoniall , that boand 
the Iew only for atime; but morall and perpetuall that bindes 
the Chriſtian for ever, to ſeek theLord:wheie beeistobe 
found; ('5:;) inhis SanQuuary; theyzhatrefuſe th core there , 
may juſtly be termed (as 'E/ar was) profane perſons,as being 
procul a fanoi, fax from the Sanuary, and conſequently ourof 
ORs pentgtuon ; for they that are thus out of the one, are 
outot the atheralſe.:; '-.: 9 £ clam 76:33 i125 
' AsS:Auſt54notes ont of the parable, Zxk,10.30. concerning 
the man that fcll| among; theeves, and was wounded and lett 
halfe dead , 'tis noted of himthat he was going down :from 
+ pry to Jericho ; from the Church I warrant you : Jeruſa» 

was, thi Church of God, the holy: City ;: Tericho wasa 
curſed place; branded with anancientcurſe ſince the daies of 
Tofona;, and) thither lay his zourney -; whereupon S. e-Lſtia 
notes, nep deſcerdifſet,fortaſſe inlatrones non mcidiſſet, Had he 
not been deſcending & going downward tromGod and from 
his Church ,peradventure-he had notfallen inrothe hands of 
theeves ; God would have | arg him, the Lord would 
have PIES any defended him,thatno ſich evill ſhould 
havebetided him;butbecauſche was going fromthe Church 
toachrſcd / org - and like-enough about a naughty buſineſle, 
therefore God gave himover, and hee fell intothe hands of 
theeves, ASminy therefore ad deſite.Gods protection and 
bleffiog, lerthem reſortte the Church toſcrve and (eek the 


uo (S gs You 


You will ay, it were a good comfort fora manſoto do, 
if he were but ſure to proſper ever the better ; but we ſee ma- 
ny that frequent che Church duely and daily , that yer proſper 
fever the mare. | | EN 

Anſw. It itbe ſo, then ſarely tis to bee feared , that ſuch. 
came nut to Church witha true intent to ſeek God, but either 
for novelty and faſhion fake , or. for company to do as others 
doe, or for ſome other ſiniſter reſpe&, they do not make it 
theirerrand , their aime, and the drift of their ſoules to ſeek 
God; if they did, God wou'd ſurely proſper them in one 
kindeor other : you know the place , Pray for the peace of [e- 
ruſalen , they ſhall proſp*r that love thee; That love what ? that 
love Ieruſalem, that love the Church of God, that love the 
word of God , that love the Miniſters of God , that love the 
ordinances Of God, they ſhall proſper(faith David,Pſal.I 32. 
6.9.) It they do not proſper outwardly , they ſhall proſper 
inwardly ,if they do not proſper in goods, they ſhall proſper 
in grace, and that isthe better proſperity by far. I ſay the bet- 
ter, and I will make it good out of Heb. 8. 6. Jews Chriſt 
the mediatonr of a better covenant, eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes. 
The words'at the firft ſight imply, that the covenant of the 
Goſpell is a better covenant than the covenant of the law ; 
and again, that the promiſes of che Gaſpellare better pro- 
miſes than the promiſes of the law : Now, if you look'ints 
the old Teſtament , you ſhall finde thatthe promiſes of the 
law were molt of chem, and the main of them; temporall pro- 
miſes, promiſes of outward- proſperity, that-if they kept 
the commandements,and ſoughtthe Lord,they-ſhould dwell 

in the good land, the land rhae lowed with milk and honey, 
they ſhould havecorn ,andwine-, and oyl in abundance,they 
ſhould lay up gold as duſt ; and the gold of Ophiras the flints 
of the river, ob 22.24- theſe and the like werethe promiſes 
of the Law. Now look into the/New Teſtament, and yoga 
ſhall finde the promiſes of the Goſpell are. clean of another 
nature , moſt of thenfpirituall promiſes, promiſes of the 
pardon of ſin1es, the peace of conſcience z the {joy in 
the holy Ghoſt, and ſuch like :' agd theſe; ſaithithe ' As 
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poſtle, are #2&&72y2, better promiſes than the other. 

Hence Igather, that he that in theſe dayesſecksthe face of 
God in his Church , and'is of ſach a converſation as becom= 
 eth the Goſpell, if he have not temporall proſperity, hefhatl 
have that that is betrer for him , hee ſhall have the pardon of 
his ſinnes, the avourof his God, the comtortof his conſei-= 
ence, and the ſalvation of his ſol, whichare things of grea» 
ter worth than all the ontward happineſle under heaven-, and 
will be aſccret ſtay and comfort to the ſoule, when all that 
the carth affords will not yeeld a man one drop of true re- 
freſhing. 

You knowthat the Priſoners in the Tower, Noblemen,and 
great men , and ſich others , they are in worſe eſtate and con- 
dition than the pooreſt Water-bcarer in the City > for why? 
though they have good'dict, good lodging, good attendance, 
fine roomes, foft beds, curious walks, &c. yet they are /#b 
5a, they are under the wrath and diſpleaſure of the King, and 
look every day when they ſhall be called out to arraignment, 
to have ſentence paſſe againſt rhem , and execution tobe done 
pon them : Such is the caſe of a wicked'wealthy man,whoſe 
finnes are unpardoned, and whoſe conſcience is unpurged, 
and whoſe ſoule is unreconciled to God, he is in worſe eſtate 
and condition than the pooreſt of Gods ſervants that fare 
withbread and water:for why?chough he have great friends, 
great meanes,and a grear eſtate; yethee is, /#bira, under the 
wrath and diſpleaſure of God, and where-ever he goes , the 
black cloudes of Gods heavy _—_— hang over his head, 
ready uponevery provocation-to drop dowrupon him. No 


maryell then that Salomonfaith , The righteous man tis more ex- 


cellent than his nerghbour,, Prov, 12. 26. hee dothnot deny bur 
a righteons man may bee poorer than his neighbour; yet hee 
faith , hee is more excellent . becauſe his excellency is intrin- 
ſecall, (9-ms decor ab intws) the others is but outward and ad- 
ventitious. Now he that ſhall count himſel more excellent 
than his neighbour,becaufe he excels him in outward things, 
in wealth and worldly goods, it is but (as one well compares 
it ) as if a mud-yall thac the Sunne ſhinesupon, ſhould boaſt 


it {elfe. 


it ſelfe apainſt a wall of marble that ſtands in the ſhadow, 1. | 
What faith a Father, Anideo Angelus panper quia non habet 
14menta ? Shall we countan Angel to-bepoore becauſe he hath 
ootherds, and flockes, and droves of cattell as worldly 
miſers have? No, their riches are in another kinde. So 
ſhall wee count a Chriſtian poore and baſe becauſe he wants 
the wealth of the world ? No, they arerich in another kinde; 
what hee wants outwardly, hce hath it inwardly, what hee 
wants in means , he hath in grace ; though hee be not rich in 
the purſe , he is rich in the taich; though hee haye not flyer 
and gold; he hath that which is better than either , hee hath 
the precious Pearl of Gods grace, which is of more value to 
nrich the ſoule, than allthegoldand filver in the world. | 
The Gofpell (youknow) compares grace to Pearls; now 
Pearls are of no value to dunghill-Cocks ; butto them that 
know the worth of: them, they-are the onely riches in the 
world ; andthe rather becanſe ; _ IPL 
Firſt, they are durable .ciches, no firecan-confume them,no 
moth can eate them, no ruſt t:ke hold of them. 
| Secondly , they are portable riches, a man that hatha thou- 
fand pound in Pearls, may carry them all about him , and ne= 
verclog him,which hecould not do if his wealth lay in other 
things. So here,to one that hath no grace, to a godleſle grace« 
leſſe man, the Pearl of Gods grace 1s of no value ; butto one 
that knows how to prize it, it exceeds all worldly wealth, 
as far as gold exceeds dirt,and Pearls exceed pebbles; and the 
rather , becaule, firſt , *cis durable, it will never decay, nor be 
utterly loſt. Secondly, *tis portable, it willaccompany a man, 
whereſoever he goes he ſhall carry it ever with him , ovy6/z0y 
ovyimaar, the: friend :of- his boſome, the companion of his 
ſtudie, and a continuall comforter in all adverſity ; yca'; when 
death it ſelf comes to deveſt and ſtrip him of all other riches, 
no death can ſtrip. him of that, tis a grace that ſhall never 
leave him:till it bring him to glory. SR ET 
Miſtake menot(Ibeſeech you)I doenot ſpeake this to 
any mans prejudice, as if riches and religion, as if goods and 
grace were «9v5era, incompatible _ could not conſt 00e 
| 2 - ſtand 


ſtand together; but as our Saviour ſaid tothe woman, Zuk.1 1. 
27: When ſhe cried out. Bleſſed is the wombe that bare thee, and 
rbe paps that gave thee ſuckg: ourSaviour denied not that, for 
that was truc alſo & vndeniable, but anſwered her by a corre- 
Rive compariſon, yea rather bleſſed are they that hearethe word : 
of Godandheepeit: 10 it is a great bleſſing of God to have the: 
wealth of the world and to proſper outwardly ; but itisa' 
greater bleſſing to have the grace of the Sprritand to proſper 
inwardly. In regard whereof Daxid having praicd for many 
temporall bleſfings-in the behalfe of his people, P/al.1 44-12, 
13,14: thattheir ſonnes might bee tall and hardy; and their 
 daughrers faire, their oxen ftrong to labour, their ſheepe 
fertile and irwtfull, that there might bee no commotion nor. 
complainingin their ſtreets; atlength: windeth: up ail with - 
this Epiphonema or Concluſion , Bleſſed bee the people 
that are 1n ſuch'a:caſe;but on the neck: of it he comes in with 
an Epanorthoma or Correionof hisformer ſpecch, cating in 
and tevoking his words, as if he had ſpoken otherwiſe than . 
well, yea rather (faith hee) Bleſſed arethe peoplethat have 
the-Lord for their God;as if he had ſaid ; that indeed is ableſ- 
fiag in fome kinde, but it is nothing to this bleflednefſe, for 
thatis but externall,this is internall,thar-is but temporall,this 
etcrnall. - He then thar deſires to proſper whether 1n grace or | 
in goods 0r 1n both, let him thus' doe ; frequent the houſe of 
God, ſeeke the- face of Gad, reverence the miniſtery of the 
word; yeeld thy ſelfe ro be-wrought vpon by the powerfull 
Goſpell of Teſts Chriſt, and this (if any thing) will make 
thee to proſper. EY Ca 2 
2. Thus you have heard the firſt point handled with the 

ſeverall circumſtances of-it, touching mans duty; To ſeeke 
God -"'the next is Gods mercy, Toproſper then that ſecke him. 
3-2-2 ©... God madebim ta profper.” F 

- - God ts the Anthar of all proſperity ; as'David ſpeakes of 
prometion,itcomes neither from the Eaft,»or fromthe'Wecft.- 
from rheNorth nor from the South, but it:comes from God ; 
fo doth this,itis obſervable that when /ackbleſſed 7acob;Gen.. 
27.28. thus heſaid'; God give thee of the dewof- heaven and the 


fatnueſſe.. 


fatneſſe of the earth, and plenty of (ore and Wine ; after when he 
came to bleſſe Eſas, he gives him in a manner the very ſame 
bleſſing, Ver.39. Behold,thy dwelling ſhall be the ſatneſſe of the 
earth 'and the dew of heavey from above; but no mention is 
made of God in E/as' s bleſlivgas was-in /arobs. Doubtleſle 
this'was a preſage rhat /acobs poſterity, all true Tſraelites; 
ſhould depend upon God tor theſe temporallbleſlings,and ac- 
knowledge themſelves beholding'to' God for their outward 
oſperity, and'ſo ſhould uot Eſax*s race, I meane the. men of 
Fhis world, of whom'Dawvid faith; Pak 17. 14z 'Theybave 
their bellies filled wich hj4treafure;-forit is abſconditur, it 
is hidrothem, who: tis": hat feeds: and filleth their bellies, 
namely, Goa; rhey know him not, neither doe they acknows- 
ledge his gifts : but we know himand.are bound in daty and 
conſcience toacknawledgethat-weerhavenothing/but what 
we have received; no food tanouriſh us,nor meanes to mains 
taineus, norhopes norhelpes to preferre and profper asibut; 
what muſt come from God: Now nobis Domine, non nobis, not 
untous Lord,-not unto us, but unto thy name! give thepraile;: 
marke the-ingemination, the Prophet 'teacheth us."to pray? 
twice agaitiſd'ovr owne praiſe, wee are ſoapt topraile'our | 
ſelves, ſoready to glory in our owne proſperity ; butlermee: 
idviſey,you that find that the world doth favouryou and 
profþerity beginsrocomeupon you, whom ſhould youthank 
fbr ic? not thanke your ſelves, but thankt your God; it' is he 
that makes-you toiproſper. | , 
< . Obſerve againe, that it is not barely ſaid, God profpered- 
kim, but God made him to proſper (as it were) in deſpight' 
of all thoſetharſfought and wiſh'd his nndoing. As its faid: 
10 another caſe, Mar.5.45. God makes the Sunne to [tine npor 
po = 10 III he makes the raine to fall ow thejuſt 
1 the unjuſt; 1t is 'fiot ſaid, hee ſuffers ir, but hee makesit, 
dr17%'X\41; farit exorirs;'nodonbt there: is many; a one/ in the 
world tharis ſuch a Zzci#:24,'a hater of light and lover of” 
darkehes,w hoſed6edourefGevil thattheveryſbn in the hea. - 
vens'is-even'lothtocathis beames and ſhineuponhim zand : 
tRerE18 many a plot-of: ground, _—_ purchaſed ; 


K ſed by ſo wicked m owner, that the very clouds of heaven 
are loth and unwilling to drop their ftatnefle upon it, but 
that God as it were makes them doc it « Hence we ſee that 
God hath the diſpoſing of all theſe remporall bleflings; if the 
Lord: undertake to.makea man, all the world ſhall not marre 
him, we may fee it in Moſes, Exod. 7.1. Pharaoh did what 
he could to matre /4oſzs and to expolc him toruine and obs 
ſcurity 41n his very infancy ; but. Go » that undertooke to 
make him, never left him, nor gave him over, till hee had 
made hima god to:Pharagb.not a god whom Pharaoh ſhould 
worſhip,burwhom hee ſhould feare andtand-in aweof;; a 
god toexecute judgments & bring plagues upon him and'to 
removethe fame againe. Haxnab faith in ber ſong,1 Sam. 2.7. 
The Lord maketh poore and makgth rich,it were as cafic to Go » 
to make all rich as ro: make any poore;againe, 1t wereall one 
with God tormake all pooreas to make any rich (tor he hath 
the'making of both) butin his providence and wifdome he 
hath made ſome of both ſorts,that the one might helpe them- 
ſelves to.heaven by ſupplying and relieving the neceſlities of 
emer... | cart; gig 027t £ 

 Andtherforefor our own parts; if we haveany: makin SAY 
promotion or proſperity above our fellowgs,we tauſt confefle 
with David : T hat it is God that hath made ws, and nog wee our, 
ſelves; it is God that hath made us Men,when he might have 
made us Beaſts, it is God that hath tnadeus Chriſtians when. 
he might have made us Infidels ; it is God:that hath made-ug 
rich when hee mighthave made us poore; ina word, it is 
God that hath made us to protper when he might have made” 
us to periſhs' (Hee' ſoroht this Lord, and God made bin toproſ= 
FS Rar that is-not all-; the majne thing that I obſerve from 
hence is, the benefit that ariſeth'to us by ſeeking of. Gio D, 
namely that itturnes to our owne advantage, ogr owne pro- 
fir; God hath qnely the glory: but the gaine 4s wholy ours, 
for it is'a meanes to make us proſper ; as David ſpeaking of 
the commandements, P/al.1 9g. faith, that in keeping of them 


there is great reward ;-no man ſhall be aloſer by keeping of 
Rh ods 
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Gods commandements, but a gainer, and agreat gainer'too,' 
for in keeping of them there is great reward ; if wee be nor 
rewarded on earth our reward ſhall be the greater in heaven, 
In coli repoſita eft major compenſatio (faith Calvin ) the greateſt 
reward 1s reſerved in the heavens. - Thus faith the Lord that 
teacheth thee to profit, Eſay 48. 17. Oh that "thou badſt haye 
hened to my commandements, then had thy proſperity beene as a 
floud, and thy righteonſneſſe as the waves of the ſta: 'thy proſpe- 
rity ſhonld have beene ſo large and plentifull, that asa floud 
it ſhould have runne over the bankes, and the reward of thy 
righteouſnefſe as the waves of the fea; that is, one reward 
ſhould follow tpon the necke' of another, as one wave fol- 
lowes upon the neck of another : ſo Dent.5.29. Oh that there 
were 4 heart in-this people to love mee, and feare me as they bave 
ſaid, then ſhould-it goe well with them and with their children af 
zterthem ; not that I might be a gainer and you loſe, but that 
you and your children-might reape the benefit.. So that as 
our -Saviour faith of the Sabborh, that it was made for man; 
not onely for Gods ſervice, but for mans profit: {o1t1s true 
of every Commandement, it was'made for mans, that1s, for 
ma'ns good and benefit; therefore you have it fo often repea- 
ted in Denteronomy,- Theſe are the Commandements that I 
have given thee forthy wealth and: for thy good. 

Tteis a-pretty obſervation of { ajerar, apon that ſaying of 
God to Hoſes, Exod. 34.1. Hew thee two Tables, Dolatihs, 
won mihi, ego enim 101 indigeo tua dolatione : Hew tothy ſelte, 
not for me, for need none of thy hewing, nor yet any of thy 
tavles, it is for thy owne and thy peoples goodthat Ibid thee 
hew them; ſoit is for our good that God bids vs feeke him; 
God hath onely the glory of it, but the benefit is our owne, 
for it 15a means to make vs proſper. 9. 

Fherefore if we love our ſelves and defire todoe our 
felves good,let us ſecke the Lord. know, that naturally we 
all love our ſelves too much, but ſpiritually wee all love our 
ſelves too little ; for he that lives 1n ſinne, he' dothinor love 
himſelfe, for ke goeth the way to undoe himſelfe both Here 
and ever, 2 ({hron, 24. 20, Why tranſgreſſe yeethe' (ommande. 
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The way to proſper. 

ments of the Lord that ye cannot proſper. Weeuſe to fay of 
one that is of a good nature, but aa evill husband ,. Hee & #9 
mans foe but his own;and *Jis true of every one that hives inany 
known ſinne ,not grieving for it, nor naving again{t.it\, not 
making conſcience toxeforme it,he is his own foe indeed, for 
he doth not onely anger God , but hee hinders himlſelfethar 
he cannot proſper , #hy'tranſgreſſe ye the commanaement of God 
that yee cannot proiper? _ © | 

* Thelike ſpeech you have in Ezck, 18. why will you die ; O 

honſe of Iſrael; God doth not ſay , Why will yee ſinne, © 
hoafe of Iſrael ? but ,- Why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael; 
as preſuppoſing they mighe well know , if they will needs 
finne, they muſt needs die; for dcath is the wages of finne; 
and follows itas the ſhadow follows the body. . The Lord: 
ſpeakes it with indignation, Why will yee die ? as wondring 
they ſhould love themſelves no better, but eventoſcek their 
own death , by ruſhing into ſinne, asa horſe ruſh«th intothe - 
battell ;that's the expreſſion that God uſeth'( Jer. B. 6.) They 
ruſh into ſiane., as aborſe ruſveth into the battell, And Why as a 
horſe ruſheth into rhe battell-, and not asa man ruſheth into 
the battell? I will tell you what Ithink thereafon is; The 
horſe when hee ruſheth into the battell , doth not know that 
thoſe whom he ruſheth on be his enemies, that they will hurt, 
wound ,and kill him, - but hee ruſhethon them withour feare 
or wit, and ruſtheth upon his own death : fo foolifh men-do 
not know atleaſt will not know ( Thi they willingly know not, 

- asS. Peter ſpeaks) that ſinne is ſuch an enemy-to them ,” that 

it doth hurt, kill, and damne them , thereupon they ruſh up- 
on finne without feare', and ſo runne ppon their own deſtru- 

Therefore 'tis a good meditation of S. Auftiy upon that 

prayer of -D avid Deliver me, © Lord from the evill man. Ti 

nol tibs eſſe-malus , liberet te Dominns 4 te, &c. Be not thou an 

evill mantothy ſelfe.7 pray to God todeliver thee from thy 

{elfebeine an evill mari:, and of an evill man to makethee a 

good man. that thou maiſt nor hurt thy ſelfe,, and then never. 
feareany hurt that any other evill mancandothee- We fay, 


Nemo 


Nemoleditur niſi a ſcipſo, No-man takes any hire bur hee maY 
thank himſelfe, his own linne 1s the cauſe of 1t; were it not 
for finne , heaven could havenoquarrell againſ} us, hell could 
have no power over us ; our ſtnnes are they that hurt us, they 
are thoſe that undge us. -: (75 1 | pay 
\  TheScripture ſpeaks of finne1ying at the doore, Gey.4.7, 
If thou doſt il, ſinne lies at the doore, Of all doore-keepers in 
the world , finne is the worit ,- for if that lie at the doore ir 
doth a double miſchiete, it keeps Gods blefling out, and it 
lets Gods judpementin : therefore 'if you deſire to dwellin 
fafety-, and.co proſper inyour family, let not ſinne lie at your 
doore;as long as that lies there, without repentance,you muſt 
neverlook toproſper. 
; The Scriptures ſpeake of ſome that are ſonnes of Belial, 
and daughters-of Belial, -(the ſonnes of Eli were ſonnes of 
Belial , 1- Sams. 2.and 1. Hannah (aith to Els, Count nos thy 
hand-maid for 4 daughter of Belial.) Now aſonne of Betial is 
taken generally for one exceedingly wicked, the very chitde 
of the Devil, that lives, a&/que jxgo, without a yoak, withs 
outany feare;of God before his eyes; bur ir ſeemeth to be de- 
rived of { Bets) which ſignifies without, and (jepua/) which 
1s to be profitable , or to protiper - and (o Be/i4l noterh ſuch a 
one as is altogether unprofitable , and which cannor,ſhall nor 
proſper... If.any.ſuchbe here, or if any of you.chat be here 
finde.your ſelves to be ſuch, th are unprofitable meme 
bers of the: Commonwealth , thatyou doe, cannotproſper 
in.your courſe. of life, /I 'vvill not fay yeareſonnes of Be- 
lil { what have Ito do to jadge.you? ) onely thigI]ct me ad- 
viſe.yau, that. you yyould confider yvith your ſelyes vvhat 
ſinne it isthatliesat your doores, and keepes Gods bleſſing 
-  Remoye butthat ,, drive-butthat away.by a ſincere repen« 
| tanceand reformation of life ; and then there's hope'to proſ- 
er, Weſee it is thenatureof a ſtream ,cif.it beſlopein his 
caurſe that hecannot make away in his wontet'channell4 it 
will \torne- in, upon it ſelfe and low back: again towards the 
fountainyand tothe place ichamel from-; ſo: when you finde 
Dn your 
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22 the Way: to projper. : 
yourfelvesNopt in your proceedings; that you cathotmake | 
a way into tht world ſo proſperoufly , ſd ſuccesfully as you - | 
.defire, then do as the ftream doth, remeat,flow back, refle&, 
'recoyle and turn in upon your ſelves, to ſee where the fault 
lies, what ſie is the cauſeof it ( forthat*s the 7o ne75 700, 
the objedt or bar rhat hinders good _ fromus )and when 
you have turned back into your ſelves, then turn forward un- 
ro your God, dcfire him to pardon and amend you,and that's 
the way to proſper. a fo onto 1:0) 
; Thave not yet done with this point; Ibefeech you give me 
leave, andI beſeech God give me'prace, that I may apply it 
feverally and effeAually to your ſoules and conſciences ; for 
application ts the life of all inſtruction ; a thing proved 1s 
trueto all ;but it js good ro none but onely tothemro whom 
it isapplicd. Let me intreat therefore your patient attention 
yet alittle longer, and you ſhall heare what I have to-ſkay un- | 
to-you , notin any-bitmg or galling manner ( Tnever dehigh» 
red inthatſtrain,) bur in gentlenefle and mildenefle coteach 
yowhowteprofpers 7 OE TO ONS 07 40 
- || Firſt,you'that are Tradeſmen,Shop-keepers, Handycrafts- 
men , that have- nothing to-take ro but what your 1oneſt Ia 
boars and:endeavours muſt-help you to;do youdeſire toproſ- 
per in your trades and callings,then ſeek the Lord before you 
fer rowork,doasthey doe at Sea, thar have orwlos ad calving 
manus ad clay, their handupon the helme;; and their oye 
upon the hcaven-; fo when a mans hand is upon his work;and. 
his heart upon his God, then is his buſtnefſe like to proſe 
per..'Contrariwife, he that ſets ro his work before he ſeckes 
to his God: takes /a prepoſterous-courſt;,' and 'cammonly_ 
thrivesthereafter. - You know what Peivyconfeſtro Chriſt, 
Maſter , wee have laboured all night and taken nothwg ; and tio. 
marvelt, for Chriſt wasnot with him in the Ship - asfo001 as 
ever he had gotten Chriſt, inumediately he had good ſiice-ſes. 
Beleeve it, brethren, except Chriſt bewithamman in his Shop, 
as he was with Peter in his Ship; there's riogoed tobe dbne 
inany- trade. What”: the reaſgyi that ſd triany 'Tradeſmeri 
break',and hidetheir headFand nin away-; butbecaiſe oy | 
4:07 | 5 ave | 
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| havefioe ſonghtthe Lordznor gotten Chriſtuhts them: they 
firſt break with God , then break with men; "firſt loſe ther 
credits with God,and then*tis juſt with Godthey ſhould loſe 
their credits with men: firſt: leave their honeſty, then loſe 
their proſperity ; if you deſire: therefore that your dealings 
ſhould profper ,and/your trading holdand thrive, get Chriſt 
into your ſhops and he will bring you in Cuſtomers, he will 
blefſe your takings , hee will uphold you that you ſhall never 
break : but if yee expell Chriſt out of your Shops by your 
wickedneſle , 'as Perer out. of weaknefle: would have had 
Chriſt been gone out of his Ship (ſaying; Lord, go from me for 
Tam a ſirfull man) then farewell all good fortune, and never 
lookero you per. 2a A 

Andif you would have Chriſt to keep with yaa ,to dwell 
and make his abode with you, and foto bleflſe and proſper 
you, then be ſure that you uſe a good conſcience in all your 
dealings; take heed you donot Jeal with your Cuſtomers, as 
the Prophet Amor complains of the dealers in his time, Amor 
8. 5. Thar rhey made the Epha ſmall, and the Sheckle great ; 
that is, they madethe meaſure lircle,and the price great: take 
hced of that',*tis an abomination tothe Lord , and hee that 
uſeth it ſhall never proſper. Remember the ſaying , Job caps 
8. 5,6. Seek the Lord and be upright , and hewill make the hatin 
tation of; web breouſneſſe proſperons, 

'2 Youthat have occafion to travell by land orby water,that 
have any journey to go that you deſire ſhould:;profper, [then 
ſeek to God before you ſet out of doores, take God along 
with-you , requeſt his company , crave his condu& and pui- 
dance : pray as Eleazar did; Gen. 24.12, O Lord God of my 
after eAbraham , Theſeech thee (end me good ſpeed this day; and: 
God herrd him , and granted his defire, hee ſped as well as 
bis heart conld wiſh. It thou wouldſt be proſperous and ſp.ed 
well, be religious and pray well ;for he that prajes well , can 
never ſpeed ill. In anycaſe go not ont:of doors withour ſce- 
king of God, how doſt thou know what miſchicfc may be- 
fall thee in the way, if God be not with thee ro protet rhee? 
but if thou haſt ſought tohim 2g be a {unne and a ſhield 
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unto thee; P/al;84. a Sunne to direct and guide thee, a Shield 
to defend and fave thee from all annoyances that may hurt 
thee ; He will give his e Angels charoe over thee to keep thee in all. 
thy wates ; in wit, non'in orecinits in thy wayes wherin thou 
walkeſt with God as Ezoch did; not in thy headlong courſes 
wherein thou runn*ſt without God, when thourunneſt in the. 
Devills way, in the way of wickedneſle and vanity, thou art 
out of Gods protecion;and muſt never look to proſper: (out 
of Gods waies, and out of Gods prote&ion.)-In all thy juur=. 
nies therefore doas Elcanah did ,, 1 Sam. 1.19. Hee roſe up- 
early in the morning to return to Ramab, but be durſt not ſet 
forward afoot, till hee had worſhipped before the Lord : 
Aoſes would not ſtirre a foot except Gods prefence went. 
with him , Exod. 33. 15. beare thou that minde, hold thou 
that godly reſolution , and (my life for thine )God will make 
thy way to proſper. F 

2. Youthatare Souldiers and men of warre , if yoube: 
commanded to fight the Lords battels in cax/a Chr:ſtiagainſt 
his and your enemies, and (as Tertsl.{peakes) cruorem cryore 
reponere.to retaliate bloud with bloud, roſhed your blond for 
Chriſt that. hath ſhed his blond for you; doe you deſire that 
your warfare ſhould proſper ? then ſecke to God before you 
ſtypon your enemies ; it is God that mult cover your heads 
in the day of battell, it is hee that muſt defend you fromthe 
danger of the enemy. Beleeve, ita man of war withuut God 
is but a naked man though in the mid'ſt of all-his harnefle, 
Exod. 32.25. it is faid that Moſes ſaw the people were na- 
ked, after their great ſin, how naked ? Non veſte, ſed gratis &- 
preſidio Des,they werenaked not fo much for want of eloaths, 
armes;as for want of the-grace,fayonrand proteftion of God +- 
and no-doubt (as Ferasobſerveth) Ss rwnc corruiſſent hoſtes, if 
their enemies had then fallen upon' them, they had moſt 
ſhamefully foiled them. Thus it ts ſtill; let --man be never (© 
well cloathed, never ſo well armed, neverſo wcll guarded and 
weaponed, it he be ſtriipt of -Gods protection by ſfinne , hee 
hes naked andopen toall difaflers, and therefore if ever any 
of you come upon that ſervict, firſt ſecke the Lordand thar's: 
the. way to proſper. 2 4+ You. 
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4. Youthatare great projetors and plotters For your 
advancement inthe world, let me onely admoniih you in a' 
word ; that inall your plots you would begin with the firſt 
mover, and ſceeke toGod before you ſet upon the meanes ; for 
it isacertaine thing, no projet can profper without God : 
whenyon have wrought a buſtneſle and ripened it, and (as 
you thinke ) brought 1t to maturity, if God be not ſought un- 
to, hecan daſh it and blaſt itin a moment, thatit ſhall prove 
abortive liketheuntimely fruit of awoman, E/ay 8.10.7 ake 
counſel together and it ſhall be brought to nonght, pronounce a de- 
' Creeandit (hall not ſtand, for Gods with us, No good to be done 
without God. Hannah gives this counſell in her ſong 1 Sam. 
2.3. Speaks no more preſamptuonſly, let not arrogaucy come forth 
of your month, for the Lord is a God of knowledge and by bins ex 
terpriſes are eſtabliſhed; for any man to thinke or fay that hee 
isable of himſelfe to bring an enterprize to paſſe, he ſpeakes 
preſumptuouſly, he takes more upon him than hee is able to: 
performe; for mortall man hath not the knowledge to looke 
througha buſineſle, to ſee all the circumſtances of: it, ail the 
wheeles that muſt concur to accompliſh it. ' The Lord is on= 
ly a God of knowledge,and by him enterprizes are brought 
to paſſe; one thing brought to paſſe by him, is better than a 
thonfand brought to paſſe by our ſelves without him, becauſe 
his mercy is over all his works ;thatis (as one well expounds: 
it) as the warmth ofa Hen is overall her egges to cheriſhand 
to hatch them, ſo is Gods mercy over all his works, topro- 
ducethem,ſo as ſhall be moſt for our good ; whereas if a man 
ſit brooding over his ewne projets, and thinke to hatchand 
producethem of himfelfe without God, they will prove but 
Cockatrices egges,which when they are broken a ſerpent ap» 
peares, ſome mitchicfe or other to ſhame and blame thein- 
felves. If youd<cfire rhen that your projects ſhould proſper, 
and your enterpriſes ſicceed and come to'good effect, then 
ſeeke to God forcounſell and dire&ion, begge forthe ſecret? 

vidance of his ſpirit, and the fecrer working of his provi» 
ence, and he ſhall proſper thy projedts and bring thy enter- 
Prizes to paſſe. E905 eat oor th ny. 
-_ E3 5. Laſt 


26 The way to proſper: 

5. Laſtofall, you thatare in debt and diſtreſſe for want 
of meanes and maintenance ; I ſhall endcavour to give you 
counſel from my Text, you know that godlineſſe and honeſty 
15notalwaiesa defence againſt debt ; grace and goodneſſe 
may keepea man from unthriftineſle, but it docs notever 
keepe a man from povertie ; ſo that even the beſt the holieſt, 
the honeſteſt men on earth may be in debt and deepe in arre- 
rages,not through any laviſhneſſe or riot of expence (for Re- 
ligion teachcth a good man to moderate his hands, and to 
{pcnd wichin the proportion and compaſle of his eſtate,) dur 
orherwaies by the infliting or ordering hand of God upon 
himto try him. Many wales there bee to bring a man into 
debt, but there is but one way (that I know) to bring a man 
out of debt, and that is this that is chalked out here in my 
text, To ſerve and ſecke the Lord, If God be truly ſerved, if 
the Lord be ſincerely ſought unto, leta mans eſtate be never 
ſd poore, his debrs never ſo many, his dangers never ſo great, 
Ged will finde a meanes to worke him out : as the eApoſte 
Peter faith, 2 Pet. 2.9. The Lord knoweth bow to deliver the god- 
ly ont of temptation : though the godly know not how they 
ſhould poſſibly be delivered, yet God in his ſecret wiſdome 
knowes how to deliver them ; ſo God knowes how to deliver 
a poore man out of debt though he himſelfe know noevaſton, 
hath no meanes either in his power or in his view; God is 
neverata ſtand, never ataloſle, if we know how to pray, he 
knowes how to helpe us. 

W hat ſaid the man of Gedto Amatiah ? 2 Chron. 25.9. 
when he forbad him to take the Ephrammees into the battell 
againſt the Edemites becauſe God was not with them.: Awa- 
z#ab asked him, what then ſhould become of the hundred ta- 
.ents which he had given them for their helpe ? Cannot ot 
2aid the Prophet give. thee more than this ? ſoſfay I to him 
thar trembles at the inundation of debt wpon him ; cannot 
Ged'if he were ſought unto give an iſſue out of this & cannot 
God (Itay, if the ſtumbling-blocke of thy fin were tak<n out 
of the way by a ſound and ſerjous humiliation,) cannot God 


give thee even more than that thou owneſt ? cannot God doe - 
| = _ more 
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more for thee that thou art aware of ? afſire thy#lelfe he can, 
nay affire thy ſelfe hee will : Take not my word for it, but 
take the Apoſtles word, Phil.4. 6, wnd3v ueparizre, be nothin 
carefull (fo we tranſlate it) but the word fignifies, be not dis 
ſtrated or troubled in mitnde :/and what is there in the 
world, what worldly thing (Imeane) that more diſtra&sand 
troubles an honeſt-minded man than the thought and confi- 
deration of his debts and dangers : well, but is there no re- 
medy, is there no relicfe for one infuch a caſe ? yes, there is 
one uiverſall remedy for all evils whatſoever, and that is 
humble prater ; that is the harbour we muſt pit into inall our 
Hl weather, and that is it the Apoſtle direfs us unto in the 
place fore-cited ; be carefull for nothing, but in every thing 
tet your requeſt bee made knowne vnto God in ſupplication 
and prayer andgiving of thanks,and the Godof peace vrrrioet 
ſhall keepe and guard your hearts as Kings are kept and guars 
ded from all annotances. This doe then, thor that art per- 
plexed and intangled ina labyrinth of debr, that thou canſt 
finde no out-gate, nopaſſage, no way to eltape ; downeupon 
thy knees to GoD, Aoviidor ayanh rpoageve bes (ag 
Chryſoſtome ſpeakes)) unclaſpe thy conſei®tee before Gon 
lay open thy grievances to him, unload thy cares and wants 
and feares into the boſome of Teſirs Chrift ; and if any meanes 
nnder heaven will-cafe and helpe thee, this will doc it; - Be= 
keveit brethren,' all worldly pelicics withonr this arebut 
eArena ſme calce, ſand without lime, they will never hold 
together when wee have moſt need of them, bat like untem=- 
pered morter will fall afunder : ler earneſt prayer be joined 
with frugality; skill and induſtry; andthenexpet withcoms 
fort the end thar God will give : and'this 18 the way to make 
a poore man proſper.” ons OCT” 

Fhave but one thing more to move you in before T leave. 
this point, and that is this ; that you whom God'hath already 
proſpered and bleft and enabled to doe good, would be plea» 
fed and” perfivadedto give fomerhihg/onr of your plenty to 
the poore and pious tfes, according as God hath proſpered 
. you; itisrhe Apoſt/erowne word, I (ore 26. 25: Hee _ 
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22 _ The way to proſper. 
have every onelay up in ſtore by hum to beſtow on the poore 
and needy according as God hath proſpered him ; for- the 
quantity, God hath left it ro every mans conſcience, onely in 
generall he is diretcd 2 Cor. 9. to doeas God hath proſpered 
him: wee ſhould doe therefore-in this caſc, as the Iewes doe 
inanother caſe, who becauſe they know not the preciſe time 
when the Sabbath ſhould begin andend ; they beginne it an 
houre the foonerand end itan houre the later, this they call, 
Additionens de prophano ad ſacrum,an addition from prophane- 
neſle to holinefle. I will not diſpute the lawfulncfle of that 
ad in particular, but generally in ſuch caſes as this, 1t isgood 
for every man todo rather with the moſt than with the leaſt : 
Quautiſcunque ſumptibus conflet , lucrum eſt pietatus nomine face= 
re (umptus. whatſoever coſt a man is at tor pious and chari. 
table uſes, it ſhall be a gaine unto himſelfe. We find 1 Chron, \ 
22.14:when David had beſtowed all his colt in preparation 
for the Temple (ahundred thouſand talen ts of goid,a thou- 
ſand thouſand talents of filver) thus he expreſtit; Eccemm = 
paupertate mea, this (faith he) I have done according to my 
poverty;asif he had Gid, if I had beeneableto doe more, I 
would have done more, bat this was as much as I could reach 
to, and this (1 truſt) God will accept: fay not then1n thy 
heart, if I were rich, if I were able I would doe thus and 
thus, but doas God hath proſpered thee,.if thou canſtnot do 
according to. thy- minde, doe according to thy meanes,.and 
that1s all that God requires : we read, far.21. when gur Sa 
viour came riding to Ierufalem, ſome ſtrawed their garments 
in the way, and ſome cut downe bowes and branches : If 
thou beeſt not able toſtrew thy garments inthe-way of Chriſt 
my is) to.cloath his poore naked members;then cyt down 
owes and branches at leaſt, ſpeake comfortable wards to 
them, plead for them, and what thou wanteſt in ſubſtance, 
makeup in prayer. You kno the poore widdowes caſein 
the Goſpell, that put her two mites. into the poore mans box; 
our SAviIovR CHR15T affirmed that ſhe gave.more 
than all the reſt, becauſe ſhe gaveall that ſhe:had: which te- 
Rified (as one faitb)nor only her liberality Gon, byr her | 
.  _ confidence 
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confidence in God, that ſhee did verily beleeve thovg!i thee 
left her ſelfe nothing ſhe ſhould nor lacke - whereupon $2int 
e-Auguſtine ſaith, Dzvites largiuntur ſecuri de atvitiis, pauper ſe- 
curus de Domino: a rich man gives and fcares no wanr, becauſe 
he knowes he hath enoughat home ;, apoore man gives and 
feares as little, becauſe hee Kknowes hee hath cnuugh above, 
there is one above will ſupply his wants. 

Beleeve it brethren, he that gives any thing:wicha true in- 
tent to relieve the poore andto maintaine the diftreſied, ſhail 
doe himfelfe more good, than hee doth them whom hee re- 
leeyes; and I will prove it out of Dewe.15.7.10. If there bee 
amoug you a poore man, one of thy brethren within any of thy gates, 
thou ſhalt not barden thy heart, nor ſout thy band jrom thy poore 
brother: but thau ſhalt ſarely give him, aud thy heart ſhall not bee 
grieved when thou grueſt vnto him.; becauſe that for this thing the 
Lord thy God fall bleſſe thee in all thy workes and in all that thou 
putteſt thy band yuto. Contrariwile, he that is ſo grippie,and 
ſo baſe that hewill part with nothing.to the poore, 1ct him 
know that in ſo doing he makes a forfeiture to God of all his 
goods, and God will bea ſevere exacter of it at his hands 
when he comes tojudgement.  _ | 

We havea preſident tor it inthe Goſpell.; of the. man that 
hadatalent given him, and did not uſe it as he ought, there 
came an extent from Gad, firſt upan-the talent Take away bs 
ralent fram bim | and then there came an extentnpon his per- 
ſon too” Take away the unprofitable ſervant , biade him, and caſt 
him into utter darkne(ſe. | As S. Petertold Simon Magns , Thou 
aud thy mony periſs together ; it had been happy for himif nc-- 
thing but his money had periſhcd, bur there comesan extenr 
from Godagainſt all, Heand his mony mult periſh together. - 
As the Idolater (as one faid of 4a») ſhall burn in hell with 
thatſame wood and ſtone that hee adoredand made a god of 
on earth: So the Vſirer and Money-monger , that hath no - 
. way ec nor. compaſſion in him , ſhall burne in hell with 

e fame ſilver and gold that he mage an idoll of here in this 
world. I will fay no more but this, Shew mercy tothe poore- 
for-Chriſts ſake, and Chriſt will ſhew mercie to yoa for the 

"+ poore 
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34 The way to profper. 
pooreſake. Do goodas God hathprofpered you , and then 
you fulfill the law of Chriſt. 

I havedone with the firſt generall point of my text, name- 
ly the ground and foundation of trueproſperity , that it muſt 
bee raiſed and built upon religionand piety, God muſt bee 
foughtunto, ere any true proſperity can bee attained unto. 
I will diſpatch the other part ina word or two, and fo con- 
clude. And that isthe bounds and limitation of true proC 
perity , how far itreacheth , and how long it laſteth, and char 
1s onely during the time thata man ſerves and feeks the Lord. 
So long as be ſonoht t2e Lord ((olongand no longer,)Godmade 
him to profper. 

Secondly , Ss long. How long that was you may ſee in the 
words before my Text (Hee ſoughr the Lord in the dajes of 
Zechariah, who had underſtanding in the viſions of God.) 
That wiſe and holy Prophet Zechariah was a happy tutor to 
the minority of King V=z44h, and was alwaties at hand to 
counſell and adviſe him, to advertiſe and admonifh him in 
things pertaining to his Godand his governement and by his 
godly dodrine, and his holy life to gaide and fteere him the 


right way to happineſſe : now as long as Zechariah lived du- 
_ all his time he fought the Lordand proſpered : but as 
fogdne as Zechariah was gone and gathered to his fathers, it 
ſhould ſceme that Y=z44b began to fall away, and his proſpe- 
rity ſunkeas faſt as his piety : juſt like the waters of Noab's 
Aloud, as ſoone as ever the fountaines and ſprings began to be 
ſtopr, preſently the waters began to abate ; ſo when the 
ſpring of grace begins to bee ſtoptup ina mans hearr, and 
damdup with wickedneffſe and finne; itsa venture but his 
roſperity will abate and drie away, and his latter end ſhall 
be worſe than his beginning. Here then (as in a mappe) we 
may ſeeand bewaile the miſerable downe fall of many Chri- 
ſtian ſoules, whoduring their minority and younger yeeres, 
while they live under good Parents, good Tutors and good 
Governours, they take good courſes and keepe themſclves 
in good order, but when ever they come to their owne hand, 
Sme cortice natare, to {wyimime without a corke, to faile with. 
QUt 


out a ſterne, and to live withouta guide and without a God ; 
they runne many times headlong into ſuch deſperat licenti- 
ous courſes, that a man that ſees them ſo bad at the laſt, would 
hardly beleeve they had cver becne good at the firſt. leis a 
gnod obſervation of a late Divine in the daies of Popery and 
blindneſſe, the divell jr ſeemes walked very familiarly amon g 
them, hence we have ſo many ſtories of hagpes and fayric s, 
and of children taken out of cradles and others laid in their 
roomes, and thoſe they called changelings : ſince the light of 
the Goſpell hath ſhined ſo-cleerely, theſe divels and fayries 


have not beene ſeene amongſt us ; but ſtill there arechange- 


lings too too many-in every place. Some the Prieſts and Ieſu- 
iteshave changed from the true religion to popery; ſome the 
world hath changed from good- neighbourhood and good 
Oy toall manner of baſeneſſe and mitcry ; ſome. 200d- 
fellowſhip and the alchouſe hath changed from temperance 
and ſobricty to prophaneneſſe and luxury ; too many ſuch 
changelings there be in the world ; God of his mercy change 
them againe, and transforme them intoa better mind, #t »mw- 
tatimutatum inyeniant (as Saint Bernard ſpeakes) that they be- 
ing changed in affe&ion toGod-ward, may finde God chan- 
ged ihaftetion to them-ward,toſpeake after the manner of 
men ; for if you marke the courſe of the world, obſerve it 
where you will, you ſhall never finde that ſuch kinde of per- 
ſons doe profper; as thoſe other changelings never proſpe- 
red in body, ſothelſe never proſperin eſtate, God gives a ſe= 
cret curſe.uato them, that nothing that they have ſhall pro(- 
per witch them : - But they are ljkea man 1n a conſumption, 
howſoever he may bolſter up him(ſeclfe for a time with Phy- 
ficke and Dyet-drinkes,it will kill him in the end: ſo he that 
iS: in a ſpirituall e-Nirophs, a ſpirituall- conſumption, that is 
fallen from God, he may goc on and hold oat for a time, bur 
it will undoe him in the end.. Taſt according tothe ſaying 
of the Prophet Tonah, Chap.2.8. They that follow No lying va« 
wities forſake their owne mercy:: that is, they wilfully deprive 
themſelves of that mercy and proſperity, which if they had 


cleaved and ſtucke unto God, they might have beeneas _— 
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a 36 The way to proſper. 
$ of, as if it had beenetheir owne to beſtow upon themſclves, 
ad that was King Uzxiabs cafe. "© 

For our {elves therefore (to draw toan end) if we deſire 
to goe 0n and proſper as we have begun, thatthere may bee 
nodecay, no declining, no abatement, either 1n our piety or 
in our proſperity, either in our inward graces or in our out- SO 
ward fortunes; letus labour for two things which King Y=- 
wah wanted, ſincerity and humility. 

Firſt, Labour for fincerity, be the fame inwardly to God- 
ward, that you ſeeme to be outwardly tothe world-ward, be 
hke the curtaines of the Tabernacle, which they fay were ſo 
wroaght, that they were on both fidesalike ; ſo be youalike 
on both ſides, in heartto the Lord and in life to rhe world, 
elſe there js no hope of continuance; for il filtum eſt dintuy- 
nm, nothing that is counterfeit will laſt long ; counter- 
feit Pearles and Diamonds may gliſter and ſparkle, and make 
a faire ſhew for atime, but their lnftre will not laſt ;ſo where 
there is only an outward forme of godlineſſe and not the in» 
ward power of it, it cannot laſt long. It anapple bee rotten 
atthe core though it have a faire outſide, it will not.conti- ff; 
nue {olong,but rottennefſe will poſſeſſethe outſidealfo; tor 
that is the nature of things that are unſound, they. ſtay nat 
there where the rottenneſſe began, but they putrific and cor- 
rupt moreand more: ſo thoſe that have rotten hearrs ro God- | 
ward, may carry a- faire ſhew fora time, but in the end the 

curſe of God will come uponthem'; and their very name 
ſhall rot; that is,their hypocriſie ſhall be diſcovered,and their 
outſide made as rotten as their infide. Beware therefore of 
hypacrifie and labour for ſincerity. 

Secondly, Pray for humility, that was another gracethat 
King Vzeiah wanted ; it is ſaid of him,Y#/e 16. of this (hap. 
That God helped him till hewas ſtrong, and when hee was | # 
ſtrong his heart was lifted up to his deftruQton, this was a la- JF 
mentablething, thata man in proſperity ſhould be ſoſwolne 
with pride that hee ſhould even burſt againe ; take heed 
of that you whom God hath exalted above your fellowes ; 
the' Giants -in 'old 'time were the poodlicft men. in the 

| world, 
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fell without recovery into the pit of hel}; rhepforks ing 


ary them downe, that they 


15) pride will have a fall but hamility ſhall havea rife 


'29. When men are caſt downe, then thou ſhelt ſay, there is a ke. 
# ; and he ſpall ſave the humble perſon ; when a man caſts down 
Himſelfe ina voluntary humiliation, then fd — and lifts 
him vp, but when in a proud preſumpti Fifrs 
up himſelfe, then Good dejefts gn ſs dean] wne.; 
it is a-good meditation of Saint Aaguſdine: 
of David, P[al:148 +6. The Lord is. on high and. hee beho(- 
deththe lawly, as for the proud and hauty he knoweth them a ofa off 
Tidere magnum miraculum &c,teea way 
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ge-wonder(faith Ki ) 
Goddrsaloft in heaven;and:y<tthe\higheraminhiftsuphim- 
ſelfe, the further he is from God; the lowera man caſts down 
himſelfe, theneererhe is ro Gol: Twallcloſ&up aff with that 
divine Epiphonerva of holy Bernard: Domine Devs,” qui dar 
gratiam bumilibus, da gratiam ut ſimus bumiles, | 0 Lord . 
God, thou that oivelt grace to the humbte, giveus 
grace to be humbled. And that for Icſus Chriſt 
hisfake, to whom with thee and the ho- 
' ly Spirit bee'given and aſcribed all 
honour and glary , bee done 
and. performed. all ſervice 
.and duty,from chis time 
_ tor evermore, 
#, 
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